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Our Goal 

 

òI like the  

dreams of 

the future 

better than 

the history  

of the 

pastó 
 

- Thomas Jefferson 



Communities for the 21st century 

Creating communities not for the past 50 

years, but for the next 50 years! 

 



Our Goal 

òThe industries 

I think about 

most é are far 

more sensitive 

to the quality 

of  TALENT in the  

AREA than they 

are to tax 

policies.ó 
 

- Bill Gates 



Our Goal 

Prosperity happens . . .  

 

Where high concentrations 
of college educated, 
talented and creative people 
live. 

 

These same people can 
choose to live, work, learn  
and play where ever they 
want. 

 

Metro areas and central 
cities are key. 



Our Goal 

What Michigan can learn from prosperous places. . .  

 

People choose places like Chicago, Minneapolis, Boston, 

Denver, Charlotte, Dallas, Austin and other communities that 

offer the lifestyle attributes and amenities they seek. 
 

These places offer ways of life attractive to talented, 

educated people. 
 

The public policies they have adopted are creating the  

prospering places Michigan needs . . .   



Prospering Places Offer . . .  

 

Significant Public Transit Systems 
 

Buses  *  Light Rail  *  Commuter Rail  *  Passenger Rail  *  Driving 

Alternatives  *  Extensive Networks of Bike Lanes & Walking Trails 



Prospering Places Offer . . . 

Vibrant Downtowns & Neighborhoods  
 

People live, work, learn, play and shop in close proximity 
 

Policies foster ñwalkable urbanismò 



The Leagueôs Prosperity Agenda 

What is our Prosperity 

Agenda? 

 

A plan that takes our 

Prosperity Policies and Policy 

Actions, working with local, 

state and federal officials to 

create a Prosperous Michigan 



The Leagueôs Prosperity Agenda   

Prosperity Policies:  

 

Invest in Quality of Place 

ïProtect public safety and other essential local 

services 

ïRestore local infrastructures first  

ïPromote sustainable development, green initiatives 

and cultural economic development. 

ïGive communities available tools to manage costs 

and control revenues 

 

 

 



Center for 21st Century Communities 

Prosperity Agenda 

Center for 21st Century 

Communities 

(21c3) 



Center for 21st Century Communities 

 What we know . . . 
ïOur future depends 

on its ability to 

attract knowledge-

based workers 

 

ïPlace is the 

priceless 

commodity 


